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TO:

FROM:

RE:

Coal  F i le ,  Enforcement  and

David  Lof ,  Min ing F ie ld  Sp

December L2, L984

Inspect  io

Co-op Min ing Company,  Bear  Creek Chnyon Mine,  ACT/015/025,

On October 23, 1984 I conducted a partial- inspection at the above
nentl-oned mlne site. I was accompinl-ed on this LnspectLon by Dave
Hooper, Divisl-on Hydrologist and Me1 Coonrod representing Co-op Mlnlng
Company.

Upper Storage Yard

The 30 l-nch undisturbed bypass culvert under the upper storage yard
outlets on the toe of a f i l l  slope and does not have a downspout.
There l-s no erosion at the culvelt outlet however there is sone
question as to what was approved. Thls questl-on wl1l requlre further
inveetigatlon.

The undisturbed divereion ditch whLch approaches the 30 lnch culvert
from the east is falrly well maintained- however, a smal1 amount of
gaterial had sloughed from the highwall into the diversl-on. I asked
Mr. Coonrod to have this material cleaned from the diversion.

Catt le Trai l /Road

There is an o1d catt le trai l /road east of the man portal which switch
backs up the side of the canyon to the top of the roountain. There is a
gate located along this road about 100 febt past the portal which says
Scu1l Val ley Catt le Company. I t  is apparent that sone type of tracked
vehicle (probably a dozer) had been up the road in the past year. I
walked up the road approxl-nately a quarter of a nlle and the tracks
were st i l I  continul.ng to go up.

Exploslves Magazines

There were powder and priner magazines located approxl-mately half way
betlteen the man portal and the gate on the cattle road. There were no
explos l-ve signs posted. I tol-d Mr. Coonrod that they should check the
Industr ial ConmLssion regulat ions regardLng explosive stolage. He sal-d
that the nagazines were probably their contractora. I inforned hfun
that they were responsible for thel-r contractors.

Portal Pad Access Road

There were no apparent erosion problerns on the road surface. There are
several cross cuiverts under thL road. Basl-cal1y the runoff fron the
road le untreated except where runoff passes through strawbales at the
road ditch outlet at the switchback. I  suggested to Mr. Coonrod that
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prior to ir iii"fi;;;i;; i,,=.|"fr 
strawbales is ro riligr rhe runo

lf:f : !raw i i1;; '3' si l t  rpn:: ' ,1:::I: that-ir '"y should use a
iiiii'.l"ii"iii"##iff i"t.lnf;"::'Fy::,1""-.i:- re, ri 1 is, rhe runorrI  n ^ o o  n # - - -jf;::f : ff "x" ff, I I "Ini; i'"'-:. i;:i:'* I r ffig_ i3r id :' rJHl f ;l ; i" i ;,dam rarher tr,"" I*"'Jai;:;; iliff:f"l'ff;i:":

Not ice of Violarion Ng4_ 4-]3 _3 l l2 of  3

at ion

Fai lu re  t?^*" ln ta in  a  sed iment  cont ro l  peag l r re  (d ivers ion)  in  a
manner which pr.rr-r,r, aaait iJler ;;;;; iu"i ir"J ;; suspendedsol lace to streamtiot  or runorr-oul"  i i . -  the pernnit  area.

Wq 9Lt  .43 (c)
IJMC gL7 .45
ucA 4-r0_18 (2)  ( i )  ( i i )

1' 
fftTl;ldlf""Jil:t or the undisrurbed curverr under rhe

2 '  The und is turbed d ivers ion beh ind the shop.

m*#**g***Hffi

s$F****+**'mp*n'i;;':li ryr
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Remedial  Act ion Required

1.  C lean the in le t  and out le t
undisturbed runoff  can f low

2.  Main ta in  the d ivers ion.

Tine for Abatement

to the culvert  so that
freely through the culvert .

November 8,  1984

The Vio la t ion was issued to  Mr .  Coonrod on October  24,  L9B4 at  h is
res idence .

While inspecting the sedl-nent pond dewatering device I found that
the de\daterlng device valve was opened. This would allow the short
circuit ing of the sediment pond. 

-Because 
of thls NOV N84-4-13-3, /r l3

of 3 was issued, i t  reads as fol lowe:

Nature of the Violation

Failure to maintain the sedLrnent oond to Drevent short
cl-rcuit ing to the extent posslble.

ProvLsions of the ReguLatl-on, Act or Pernit VLolated

ttMc 817 . 46 (e)

Portion of the Operatlon to l{-hich Notice Applles

The sedLment pond dewatering devLce valve.

RenedLal Actl-on RequLred

Close the dewatering device vaLve and make sure that it will
remal-n closed unl-ess the eedl-nent pond ls being dewatered in
accordance with the appllcable regir lat ions. 

-

Tl-ne for Abatenent

Octobe r  24 ,  L984 ,  5 :00  p .m .

Vio la t ion was issued to  Mr .  Coonrod on October  24r  1984,  a t  h is
res idence .

Because the dewater ing device valve was opened the operator would
not have been able to contain the 10 year;  24 hour precipi tat ion

Not ice  o f  V io la t ion  NB4 -4-13-3 .  l l3  o f  3
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event in the sediment pond for a long enough period time of to a1low
for adequate eett l ing of sett leable sol ids so that they could neet
effluent linitations. Any discharge froro this sediment pond would
go to Bear Creek which ie a tributary of lluntl-ngton Creek. Water
monitorLng data for Septenber 1984 lndlcated a total suspended
solids leve1 of 324 ne/\ above the nine and L22 o'g/L below the rolne.

Upon pol-nting out the probLen to Mr. Coonrod he i-nediately closed
the va1ve. The violation waa terminated November 15, 1984 effective
October 24, 1984.

Not i ce  o f  V io la t i on  N84-4 -13 -3 l l t  o f  3

lflhile inspecting the sedinent controls for the shop pad, I found
that the berm around the perlmeter had several holes ln it. The
holes ln the bern were pr- imari ly because of the large rocks whLch
were used ln the assocl-ated pad and bern and the soi l  l -n the bern
having sett led to f111 crevi ies between these large rocks. In
addit ion the disturbed area runoff from the shop, to the west end of
the shop pad flows toward the berro and ponds agaLnst the berrn. Thls
same berm separatea the disturbed area fron an undisturbed
diversion. Because of the hol-es in the bern the disturbed area
runoff could readi lv f low into the undlsturbed diversion and then
into Bear Creek whlcir is a couole of hundred feet awav. Because the
operator had fai led to rnaintai ir  sedinent controls, Nolice of
V io la t ion  N84-4-13-3 ,  # t  o f  3  was issued,  i t  reads  as  fo l lows:

Nature of the ViolatLon

Fai lure  to  pass a l l  d is turbed area runof f  th rough a  sed iment
pond,  ser ies  o f  sed iment  ponds or  t reatnnent  fac i l i fy  pr io r  to
leaving the permit  area.

Fa i lu re  to  main ta in  sed iment  cont ro l  s t ruc tures to  prevent ,  to
the extent  poss ib le ,  add i t iona l  cont r ibut ions o f  sed iment  to
s t ream f low or  runof f  outs ide the pern i t  a rea.

Prov is ion o f  the Regula t ions Act or Permit  Violated

I IMC 8L7 .42 (a) (1)
u'lc 8L7 .45
ucA 40-10-18 (2)  ( i )  ( i i )

Port ion of  the Operat ion to Which Ngt ice Appl ies

The pad area and berm south of  the shop,
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Renedial  Act ion Required

A. Iulaintain the berm so
berm.

Grade the pad so that

F ind the lowest  po in t
a  loose s t raw f i l te r
th is  sna11 area.

that water cannot seep through the

water  does not  pond a long the berm.

on the pad along the berm and instal l
or  s i l t  f ,ence to t reat runoff  f rom

B.

C .

Time for Abatement

November  8 ,  1984

The v io la t ion was served to  Mr .  Coonrod on October  24 1984 a t
h i s  res idence .

Under Ground trrlater Monitoring proqram Dril l in

The operator had just conpleted doing some dri l l ing for the ground
water nonitoring prggram just west, Eouthwest of t f ,e shop in a
previousl-y undisturbed area. There were no problens at the t ine of
the inspection. I  asked Mr. Coonrod to make- sure that drainage
controla in the area involved be properly naintaLned when the
drilling materl-als are removed frbn Lhe ilte and to reseed the ema1l
area which had been disturbed.

re
cc 3  Donna Gr i f f in ,  OSM

I'{e1 Coonrod, Co-op
Joe Hel f r ich ,  DOGM

Sta t i s t i c s :

Vehic le :  EX 496LL,
Per  D iemz 2 persons
Grant:  A&E
00s2Q- 1 -  5

Mining Company

533 mi les
X 2  days  2 .5  hours  =  $203 .80


